
November 06, 2001

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Room TW-B204
Washington DC 20554

Re:   FCC Docket No. 99-200 / National Thousands-Block Number Pooling Rollout Schedule
        Initial Comments of the Illinois Commerce Commission   

Dear Secretary Salas:

On October 17, 2001, the Commission released a Public Notice in the above-captioned matter.1

The Commission specifically sought comment on the proposed national thousands-block number
pooling rollout schedule (rollout schedule) developed by the Number Pooling Administrator -
Neustar, Inc.2 In response to the Public Notice and in accordance with Section 1.51(c) of the
Commission�s rules, 47 C.F.R. §1.51(c), the Illinois Commerce Commission (�ICC�) submits its
Initial Comments for inclusion in the public record.

As the Commission stated in its notice, the rollout schedule for national thousands-block number
pooling is divided into three-month segments or quarters. The current plan calls for number
pools to be established in approximately 21 numbering plan areas (NPAs) each quarter
beginning in March 2002.  The focus of the rollout plan will initially be on NPAs in the top 100
MSAs, especially NPAs in immediate jeopardy within the largest 100 MSA�s. According to the
Commission, any pooling trials that have been implemented prior to March 2002 will be
transitioned into the national pooling administration program prior to the national pooling
rollout.3
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1 Common Carrier Bureau Seeks Comment on the National Thousands-Block Number Pooling Rollout Schedule,
CC Docket No. 99-200, Public Notice, DA 01-2419 (Oct. 17, 2001)(�Public Notice�).
2 Neustar, Inc., has been designated by the Commission as the National Thousands-Block Number Pooling
Administrator and charged with the responsibility of coordinating and administering the allocation of thousands-
blocks for the national pooling rollout.
3 The Commission allows for states to chose to opt out of the rollout schedule on a temporary basis as long as they
inform NeuStar of such a decision three months prior to the rollout date. First Report & Order at ¶ 163.
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In the its Numbering Resource Optimization First Report and Order, the Commission
determined that implementation of thousands-block number pooling is essential to extending the
life of the North American Numbering Plan (NANP) by making the assignment and use of NXX
codes more efficient.4

Although the ICC is generally supportive of the proposed national pooling schedule, we suggest
four slight modifications.

First, the ICC supports placing the 815 NPA into the 1st Quarter rollout phase of the schedule
since exhaust in that particular NPA is imminent.  The ICC, however, would also propose that
the 618 NPA be placed into the 1st Quarter of the planned rollout as well.  As it currently stands,
forecasted exhaust for the 618 NPA is the fourth quarter of 2002 � around the same time that
exhaust in the 815 NPA is expected.  Scheduling both NPA�s for first quarter rollout, therefore,
is appropriate given the fact that both NPAs share similar forecasted exhaust dates.

Second, the ICC requests that the 217 and 309 NPAs be moved into a quarter prior to the
currently proposed 7th quarter.  On October 18, 2001, the Commission received, from Neustar, a
petition for approval of a relief plan for the 217 NPA, which states that the 217 NPA will face
exhaust during the second quarter of 2004.  Thus, the ICC requests that both the 217 and 309
NPA be given an earlier pooling implementation date in order to receive the benefits of
thousands-block number pooling as soon as possible.  Subjecting the 217 and 309 NPA to
number pooling will complete the State of Illinois� effort to preserve precious NXX codes and
prolong the life of the current North American Numbering Plan as long as possible.

Third, the ICC also welcomes the proposed provision allowing pooling trials that have
commenced prior to March 2002 to be transitioned into the national pooling administration
program prior to the national pooling rollout. This particular proposal is especially beneficial to
states like Illinois that have already implemented pooling trials in several NPAs.5

Finally, no pooling dates have been proposed by the Number Pooling Administrator for the
remaining portions of the 618 and 815 NPAs (i.e. portions that do not belong to the Illinois
portion of the St. Louis MSA and Chicago MSA, respectively).  Accordingly, the ICC requests
that the remaining portions of the 618 and 815 NPAs be placed into the rollout schedule at or
near the same time frame that number pooling is implemented in the Chicago MSA and St. Louis
MSA.

                                                
4 Numbering Resource Optimization, Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 15 FCC Rcd
7574, 7625, ¶ 122 (rel. Mar. 31, 2000) (�First Report and Order�).
5 Illinois has initiated pooling trials in the following NPAs:  312, 224/847, 630, 773 and 708.
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For all the aforementioned reasons, the ICC respectfully requests that the Commission require
the Number Pooling Administrator to modify the number pooling rollout schedule in accordance
with the Illinois Commerce Commission�s recommendations.

Sincerely,

/s/  THOMAS G. ARIDAS
                                                            
Myra Karegianes
General Counsel and
Special Assistant Attorney General

Sarah A. Naumer
Thomas G. Aridas
Special Assistant Attorneys General
160 N. LaSalle, Suite C-800
Chicago, Illinois  60601
(312) 793-2877

Counsel for the
Illinois Commerce Commission

cc:

Hon. Chairman Michael K. Powell
Hon. Comm.  Gloria Tistani
Hon. Comm.  Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Hon. Comm.  Michael J. Copps
Hon. Comm. Kevin J. Martin
Carmell Weathers, Network Services Division
Sanford Williams, Network Services Division


